
New hippo calf spotted on Agulhas Plain 
 
A new hippopotamus calf has been born on the Agulhas Plain. Five hippo were 
reintroduced to the area by the Nuwejaars Wetland Special Management Area 
(NWSMA) in 2010. The new calf becomes the first hippo to be born on the Plain 
in about 150 years. 
 
The hippo calf has been spotted twice – although it still needs to be captured on 
camera. The hippos were released into Waagschaalvlei in the NWSMA in 2010, 
although one of the younger hippos died a few months after its release.  
 
According to the NWSMA Chairperson Dirk Human, the calf is another step in the 
Special Management Area’s work to develop a new conservation model. “The 
idea is to create a biodiversity economy on the NWSMA – one where we protect 
our natural resources, generate an income for conservation and create jobs at 
the same time. This new hippo calf is one more milestone along this path.” 
 
In another conservation coup, a Rau Quagga in the NWSMA has been selected as 
the best quagga specimen in South Africa. Called Freddie, he most resembles the 
quagga that became extinct in the late 1800s. Two more quagga on NWSMA land 
also feature in the top ten. The NWSMA is part of the Quagga Project, which aims 
to breed plains zebra that most resemble quagga in order to reintroduce the 
race. The original quagga was a subspecies of the plains zebra. 
 
Human says the NWSMA is now making use of specialised camera equipment to 
track the movements of the hippo and the new calf, the quagga and other game in 
the area. Already a range of species has been captured on film, with the cameras 
placed throughout the NWSMA. They are also serving as surveillance cameras, 
following two robberies in the area in recent weeks. Human says, “Thanks to the 
new cameras, we now have almost the whole region under surveillance – to 
monitor both the wildlife and for security reasons.” 
 
The NWSMA is an area of around 46,000 hectares consisting of 25 landowners 
and the Elim community, situated in the Agulhas Plain. The members have made 
commitments to conserve their land – ensuring farming and conservation 
happen hand in hand, to protect the endangered ecosystems around the 
Nuwejaars wetlands.  
 
 


