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Our Vision
To create a sustainable ecology,

which ensures the protection of the

Nuwejaars Wetland Ecosystem, enhances
the heritage and culture of the sub-region,
generates benefit for all stakeholders, helps meet
social and environmental requirements, and encourages
community lifestyles compatible with environmental sustainability.
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Conservation News

Nuwejaars Wetlands

Conservation news

Message from the Chair

The question comes up all the time: How does
an organisation like ours, working to protect
our natural landscapes, become sustainable?

And to our conservation and ecosystem
services teams – for the work they do in our
Special Management Area.

We’ve been asking this question for a long
time. So it was exciting when new partners
came on board in recent months – helping us
to address this very issue. Harry Moore is an
individual who has shown a great interest in our
region’s immense biodiversity, and our attempts
to secure the Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area (SMA’s) sustainability.

There’s so much good news. But we’ve also
experienced a few challenges during this
last reporting period.

With his help, this is now a key focus area for
us in the new financial year We’ll work with
experts to test innovative models and set
systems in place to move in the right direction.

At the same time, game-breeding prices
plummeted. That has had cost implications
for our buffalo. We protect our animals, and
where appropriate, they support our steps
towards sustainability. So addressing this
forms a key part of our sustainability strategy.

At the same time, we’re updating our
development strategy. That includes
interrogating our current programmes,
and ensuring our strategy is in line with the
latest national and international legislation,
policies and best practice.
We also partnered with WWF-South Africa
recently. Together we’ll be working to
expand and rehabilitate a wetland along the
Nuwejaars River – one that provides a home
to many exquisite and threatened birds. We’re
grateful to have this new partner onboard.

Of course we are also so appreciative of
our committed members – for remaining
involved in our work, every step of the way.
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The drought, of course, tops that list. Our
lakes and wetlands dried up completely. It’s
the first time in 50 years we’ve experienced
this (our previous major drought occurred in
1970, and before that in 1899).

As Chair, I also have concerns around ensuring
our younger generation is as excited to get
involved with passion projects like ours. Our
work is to protect our natural landscapes, and
help these to connect with our vital productive
lands. These landscapes support each other.
Now we would like to encourage the younger
generation to also join these vital causes,
and help carry our long-term actions into
the future.
Yours sincerely,
Dirk Human

Conservation

The Nuwejaars Wetlands Ecosystem

3

Highly threatened lowland
fynbos grows here – home to
plant species found nowhere
else in the world.

Protecting our wildlife
PROGRAMME 1

Conservation: Protecting our

The Nuwejaars River and Wetlands
are at the centre of an intricate water
network – a network that supports
critically endangered vegetation, and
the wildlife that lives here.
As the Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area (NWSMA), our role
is to manage this biodiversity on private
land – which includes rehabilitating
core conservation and cultural areas
throughout the NWSMA.
In the past financial year, the Nuwejaars
team focused on a number of projects
– to help us better understand our
natural systems, and to see how our
conservation efforts are helping to
improve areas under threat.

Understanding the changes through
monitoring:
For the Nuwejaars Wetlands SMA team,
ecological monitoring is essential.
This helps us to evaluate changes and
progress towards meeting a management
objective. We can measure the integrity
of biodiversity and ecosystems, better
understand natural resource development
and change over time.
So the NWSMA implements routine data
collection of various ecological aspects, as
well as data storage and spatial mapping.
We use diverse ecological monitoring
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methods to measure species richness
and diversity. And we use the data for
on-the-ground reactive mitigation and
proactive conservation action.

Some of our monitoring efforts include:
Our Birdlife:
• We undertake bi-annual and quarterly
Coordinated Water Avian Counts (CWAC)
of bird species diversity and abundance
at the Voëlvlei and Langpan wetlands.
• We measure bird species richness in the
NWSMA using an electronic Smartphone
app called ‘Birdlasser’ – a platform that
uses GPS to ‘log’ geo-referenced data
points of sightings of birds seen.
The app gives us a substantial database of
all the bird sightings in an easy electronic
format. We share these sightings with our
partners, such as the South African Bird
Atlas Protocol 2 (SABAP 2) and BirdMAP
protocol for the University of Cape Town’s
Animal Demography Unit.
To date we have logged 145 bird species
within the Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area boundary.

Our Mammals:
• Using motion activated camera traps,
we monitor mammal diversity across
the NWSMA. There have been camera
traps set up at over 90 different
locations this year, across 18 farms.

The Special Management Area
is the original home of the
Bontebok – once nearly
extinct. Now we’ve brought
them back.

and our flora
wildlife and our flora
And we’ve collected over 10 000
raw images. From the photos,
we’ve been able to identify
550 species sightings of 23
mammals and 36 bird species.
We are very excited to capture OUR
FIRST Cape Leopard on camera –
and we’ve subsequently named it:
Hunca the Leopard (a Bushman name
meaning ‘cat at river’). All records are
stored in the database.
• We collect sightings of small
mammal, and sightings of road kill
are also maintained on a designated
database. Currently there are over 150
sightings on each database.
• A monitoring protocol was drafted for
Bontebok and Quagga – and we then
undertook bi-monthly counts to keep
an eye on population changes. And
we’ve seen a wonderful increase in
the numbers: this year four Quagga
foals and five Bontebok lambs
were born. What’s more, a healthy
population of Eland and Buffalo are
being monitored in the veld.
• We drafted Hippo, Bontebok and
Quagga subsidiary management plans.
• The NWSMA has also teamed up with
a Swiss University Professor, Dr Peter
Zingg. Together we’re monitoring
bat populations. Batloggers have
been installed around some suitable

sites. The batlogger records the call
sequences of bats and this information
is then put in a database. So far
research shows that there are at least
seven bat species in the NWSMA.

Natural Veld
We employ Fix Point Photography (FPP)
as the natural veld monitoring tool.
It provides a snapshot of vegetation
changes through the changing seasons
over a long period and its value increases
with repeated application. Eighteen
Fixed Point Photography plots were set
up on natural vegetation areas where
intervention has taken place (fire or alien
clearing) and photos are taken quarterly.
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Everyday we...

Protect our nature

Protecting our wildlife
PROGRAMME 1

Conservation: Protecting our

Target Species Project
Spearheaded by the Nuwejaars Wetlands
SMA and funded by the Tygerberg
Bird Club, this project was developed
in collaboration with Birdlife SA, the
Overberg Crane Group (OCG) and the
Overberg Renosterveld Conservation
Trust (ORCT). Together we’re aiming
to collate data on selected specialist,
threatened and endemic bird species
(known as target species).
Using the mobile birding app, BirdLasser,
bird sightings are captured within BirdLife
South Africa’s recognised Important
Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBA) in
the Overberg. The result? A valuable
threatened species database which can be
used to analyse trends on bird populations
and bird habitats. This is turn helps us
develop conservation action projects.
So to capture the data, we:
• Atlas pentads within the NWSMA, and
the Heuningnes-Agulhas Plain IBA
monthly, logging all species seen, and
focusing on searching for target species.
• Log all ad hoc sightings of target
species while performing normal
operational duties within the NWSMA.
• Together with BirdLife SA, OCG and
ORCT the ‘Overberg Challenge’ was
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created on Birdlasser. This means that
we have access to all the bird sightings
of the members of the public who have
joined the challenge.
As a sub objective of the project, the
Nuwejaars Wetlands SMA is focusing its
efforts on analysing trend data on Southern
Black Korhaan habitat preference within
the Overberg. The project started in August
2017, and R20 000 funding was provided
by the Tygerberg Bird Club for the project.

Avian Wetland Rehabilitation Project
The Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area applied for funding to
initiate a new project: ‘Expanding avian
habitats through wetland rehabilitation’.
And now – with the support of the WWF
– SA Elizabeth Harding Bequest, and
co-funding from the Overberg District
Municipality, we’ll be rolling this out over
the next three years.
The project seeks to maintain, expand
and rehabilitate the Palmiet and Berzillia
riparian wetland along approximately
5kms of the perennial Nuwejaars
River. Management interventions
(alien clearing, fire and infrastructure
development) for the project site will
improve the quality of, and increase the
extent of habitat providing sanctuary

and our flora

wildlife and our flora
for resident and migratory bird species
(many are extremely threatened).
The integrity of this portion of the
Nuwejaars River, which feeds the De
Mond Nature Reserve Ramsar site, will
be improved by this intervention. This will
increase biodiversity potential (focusing
on increased resources and habitat
for bird species) and create a natural
corridor for movement of species.

Fire management
Our fire management plan aims at
creating a mosaic pattern of veld
ages across the NWSMA. This not
only improves veld condition, but also

manages potential runaway fires by
creating strategic firebreaks. The fire
management plan sets out natural
vegetation blocks of strategic importance
to be burnt in a rotation of about 18 years.
We also assist land owners and members
with natural vegetation burns that are
within their property’s management plan.
With the German government funding we
received at the initial development stage
of the NWSMA we bought infrastructure
to climate-proof the Special Management
Area. That included a custom-made fire
engine and a truck to transport fire-fighting
teams. We have a strong partnership
with the Overberg District Municipality’s
(ODM) Fire and Rescue Unit, whereby our
equipment is on loan to them to fight fires
in the Overberg – and beyond, and the ODM
make the Working on Fire Team available
on request to the NWSMA, for integrated
fire management tasks and projects.
This year we completed 250 ha of
controlled burns on fynbos ecosystems.
But the very dry conditions prevented
us from undertaking more controlled
burns. We also help landowners
with uncontrolled wild fires, and this
year seven wild fires burnt 930 ha
in the Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area.
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The Cape Floral Kingdom
covers much of the landscape
around the Nuwejaars
wetlands and rivers.

Protecting our wildlife
PROGRAMME 1

Conservation:

Vital support to undertake our
conservation work
The NWSMA was awarded a three-year
funding grant from the Hans Hoheisen
Charitable Trust (HHCT). Through this
project, we work to:
• Implement effective veld and fire
management in the natural vegetation,
restoring a healthy-functioning
system, reducing maintenance and
mitigating climate change.
• Implement effective wetland
management, restoring a healthyfunctioning system and enhancing
ecosystem services.

Invasive species
Alien invasive species are a major threat
to our natural lowland fynbos, as they
outcompete indigenous vegetation,
for space and water. They’re also a
major fire risk. The long term Agulhas
Biodiversity Initiative (ABI) Alien Clearing
Project (funded by the Department of
Environmental Affairs) was reinstated in
the second half of 2017.
With this funding, we carried out
alien clearing across 2800 ha of 17
management blocks over 12 different
properties during 2017/2018.
8

• Implement effective game
management in the natural areas,
increasing and controlling healthy
populations of natural species, restore
natural systems with controlled
herbivore impacts and enhance
tourism attraction with game viewing.

Wetlands signatory
The Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area played host to a
historic moment in the Overberg.
Both the Overberg District and Cape
Agulhas Municipalities signed the
Durban Commitment, during a Wetlands
Awareness day held within our borders.
The municipalities join a long list of
local governments around the world

and our flora

Protecting our wildlife and our flora
that have committed to protect their
natural resources.
During the Wetlands Awareness day,
the NWSMA team took councillors from
both municipalities for a guided trip
around the area.

Water research
The NWSMA and the University of the
Western Cape (UWC) work together
to undertake water-related research
within the Heuningnes Catchment.
The university has been looking at
contributions of sub-catchments to
flows of the Nuwejaars River – and the
Nuwejaars Catchment has become
a living laboratory. To date, the
partnership has benefited 39 students
who are doing/have done their research
in the Heuningnes Catchment.

As the animals have lived here for
around seven years, it’s important for
us to understand what effect (if any) they
have had on the geomorphology of the
wetland area. That’s why we’re thrilled
to be working with a post doctoral
student from SAEON, Brigitte Melley,
to investigate the historical imagery,
and historical water quality, and try to
quantify changes with the reintroduction
of hippos, as well as the influence of
rainfall on the dynamics of the system.
The ODM also partnered the NWSMA to
clear alien vegetation in Waskraal vlei.
This helped us open up a section of the
otherwise-dry vlei for the hippos.

Hippos: Research, monitoring
and action
In 2010, a family of five hippopotami
were reintroduced to the Agulhas
Plain as part of a greater wetland
rehabilitation project. Hippos are
ecosystem engineers: regular
movements through the wetlands
create channels which act as nodes
for wetland expansion. To date we
have seven hippos in Waskraalvlei,
which means that the habitat and
area are still in good condition.
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Nature-based tourism
PROGRAMME 2

Tourism: Showcasing our

The Nuwejaars Wetlands Special
Management Area is situated on
private land. But we aim to open
up areas to tourists – not only to
support a sustainable income for
our work, but also to showcase the
immense biodiversity of our region
(and how we’re protecting it).
In the past financial year, we launched
a number of new opportunities to get
tourists involved.
• Wildlife Guided Tours
We launched wildlife guided tours,
to encourage tourists to visit our
destination.

Visitors could enjoy morning wildlife
guided tours (focusing on game and
visiting the buffalo), or a sunset wetlands
experience (a glass of wine at the Hippo
Vlei). To date around 165 visitors have
enjoyed our guided experience.
• New website
In June 2017 we launched our fresh newlook website – revamped by LoveGreen
Communications. The website boasts
many features, including information
on our main programmes. The site was
also changed to capture the NWSMA’s
tourism offering – including places to
sleep, eat, hike and bike. The updated
website also allows visitors to donate to
one of our special causes and has
an active blog section which is
updated regularly with the
latest news.
The NWSMA team
is also active on
social media
– and has
enjoyed strong
growth of our
platforms on
Facebook,
Twitter and
Instagram.
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Everyday we...

Access our Biodiversity

nature and our work
• Biodiversity products and the
office shop
The office is used as a platform
to sell some of the biodiversity
products the Nuwejaars produces.
Currently we have compost and
wood for sale – and both are
providing some income to support
our ongoing conservation work.
• Events: Hottentot Buttonquail
Birding Bash
The NWSMA, in partnership
with the Overberg
Crane Group, Black
Oystercatcher
Restaurant and
Strandveld Wines
hosted its first
‘Hottentot Buttonquail
Birding Bash’. The
event focused on raising
funds to support our
Hottentot Buttonquail project,
and rally up birders to assist
us in monitoring larger transects of
vegetation we identified as Hottentot
Buttonquail habitat. The event saw 23
eager birders taking part in the bash.
The first selected site was on Liohan
Giliomee’s Vlooikraal. The birders lined
up over 100m and began to walk the

1.5 km transect,
hoping to flush
our elusive bird,
but we were
unsuccessful.
The second location
was the pristine
property of Johannes
& Jenny Uys. And here
we had more luck: we had
barely started when we spotted our first
Buttonquail and by the end of the day,
we had seen six. The event ended at
Black Oystercatcher Restaurant where
the prizes sponsored by Strandveld
Vineyards and Black Oystercatcher
Winery were awarded.
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Enhancing well-being
PROGRAMME 3

Socio economic development:
Enhancing well-being
It’s vital for us to support and enhance
the well-being of all who live in the
Nuwejaars Wetlands area. We do this
through education, training, skills
development and poverty eradication.
In the past year, we supported
the following educational and
development opportunities.
• Training for our team
The Nuwejaars Wetlands office, at
Haasvlakte, played host to GRAIN SA’s
training intervention. Here 10 local
farmworkers, including the Nuwejaars
Ecosystem services team, received
a two-day training course in tractor
maintenance.
• Creating green-job opportunities
Through the alien clearing project
implemented by the Agulhas Biodiversity
Initiative (ABI), the NWSMA was able to
employ five alien clearing contractor
teams. Each team had one contractor
and ten general workers from the local
communities of Elim, Bredasdorp,
Spanjaardskloof and Napier. In total, 55
green jobs were provided through this
project.
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• Creating volunteer opportunities:
developing young conservators
We’ve created the opportunity for
students to volunteer their time at the
NWSMA. By providing their services
for a minimum of two working days,
we gain some hands-on support, while
the students gain insight into how
the Nuwejaars operates, and practice
conservation methods in the field. To
date we have had three volunteers at the
NWSMA, one international student, and
two post graduate students.
• Environmental Education: School and
local community participation
As part of the greater Environmental
Education strategy that the NWSMA
is developing, we have been offering
environmental education development
opportunities for our local youth and
community groups whenever possible.
We hosted the Agulhas South African
National Parks (SANParks) junior
rangers and Struisbaai Rural Youth
Camp, Whale Coast Conservation
and the Suidpunt Conservation
Society from Struisbaai during the
past financial year.

Everyday we...

Access our Biodiversity

PROGRAMME 4

Our foundations

Land and Infrastructure Development:
The foundations to our SMA
The SMA could not function
holistically and strategically were our
land and infrastructure not in place
(and this includes our structure). This
includes ensuring our fencing, roads
and infrastructure are maintained
– once again creating green jobs for
people living in the SMA.

the Protected Environment proclamation
process have been ongoing this year.
The Executive Committee has signed a
commitment letter with the DEA, in which
the Nuwejaars commits to collaborate, with
the aim of declaring our area a Protected
Environment and to work as a collective
to find appropriate means to support
conservation efforts with our landowners.

• Protected Environment (PE)
proclamation process

• Infrastructure maintenance

Talks and negotiations with the
Department of Environmental Affairs
(DEA) and South African National
Parks (SANParks) regarding

Through funding received from
the German government, physical
infrastructure was built throughout the
Special Management Area, including
the 120 km fence line and the
buffalo viewing boma. Together
these facilities (along with our
new road infrastructure, Special
Management Area signage, and
all our tourist amenities)
are key in securing
the long-term
management of
the area, and
our Ecosystems
services team
maintains the
developments.
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Sustainable agriculture
PROGRAMME 5

Sustainable agriculture: Working
ethically on our non-conservation areas
Around 22,000 hectares within the SMA
is agricultural land. It’s vital that food
security isn’t threatened – and given
that our area is a strong grain farming
region, our land users are encouraged
to farm ethically and responsibly.
• Partnerships and sustainable
agriculture
At the NWSMA, land ownership is
maintained (with title deed restrictions
signed by all our members). But the
natural areas within the boundary of
the Special Management Area are
managed jointly and strategically
by the conservation team. That
leaves landowners and land users
to concentrate on sustainable food
production. We have formed some
great relationships over the years with
like-minded individuals, organisations,
universities, government and municipal
spheres, to assist with the integration
between conservation and agriculture.
The lesson? Farming and conservation
must work together – for mutual
benefits. Farming benefits when natural
areas are protected – and this improves
productivity. And our natural landscapes
are supported when land users act
responsibly on their land.
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• Agulhas Long-billed Lark Research
The understanding that conservation and
agriculture must work together is being
taken even further in new research in the
NWSMA. We are looking at ways in which our
landowners can farm sustainably, and adopt
techniques which conserve our wonderful
biodiversity without threatening farming
operations and affecting food security.
So Oxford University student, Celeste de
Kock, is now doing a postgraduate Certificate
in Ecological Survey Techniques, basing
her research project on the endemic,
regionally near threatened Agulhas Longbiled Lark. Her project looks at the effects of
agricultural practices on habitat preference
and prey sources of Agulhas Long-billed
Larks within the Overberg. Celeste has found
that agricultural practices are benefiting
the population as more food is available to
these birds (the ploughed and planted lands
provide a critical food source for them).
However, it is doubtful that the larks breed
or even sleep in these intensively farmed
lands, and might move into natural patches
when roosting or breeding. We believe
that the results of this study will assist us
to equip land users with the knowledge
of the biodiversity present on their farms,
and how they can help to maintain it.

Our team
Executive Committee
Dirk Human – Chair
Con Neethling
Michael van Breda
Liohan Giliomee
Mick D’Alton

Conservation Team
Eugene Hahndiek – Game
& Veld Management

Ecosystem Services Team

Erica Brink – Planning,
Monitoring & Development

Charles Bell

Joey Cloete – Team Leader
Morne Engel
Bradley George

Donors and Partners
Donors

Partners

Department of
Environmental Affairs

Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative
Agulhas National Park

LoveGreen Communications
Overberg Crane Group

Hans Hoheisen
Charitable Trust

Bionerds

Overberg District Municipality

Harry Moore

Birdlife SA
CapeNature

Overberg Renosterveld
Conservation Trust

Flower Valley Conservation
Trust

South African National Parks

Tygerberg Bird Club

University of the Western Cape

Fynbos Trust

Viking

GRAIN SA

Western Cape Department
of Agriculture

WWF-South Africa

Greater Overberg Fire
Protection Association

Western Cape Department
of Agriculture, LandCare

Overberg District
Municipality
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We must protect those
ecosystems and animals
that can’t speak for
themselves.

Financial

Financial Report as at February 2018
The region’s rare fynbos and
renosterveld, and distinctive
wildlife are ideal for nature
lovers. We’re positioning
ourselves to unlock the area’s
sustainable capital.
The accompanying summary financial
statements, which comprise the
summary statement of comprehensive
income and statement of financial
position for the year ended 28 February
2018, were derived from the audited
annual financial statements of the
Nuwejaars River Nature Reserve NPC
for the year then ended. We expressed
a modified audit opinion on those
annual financial statements which
have been explained in the applicable
audit report.

Management’s Responsibility for
the Summary Annual Financial
Statements
Management is responsible for the
preparation of the summary of the
audited annual financial statements.
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Auditors’ Response
We have been requested to judge
whether the summary financial
statements are consistent with the
audited annual financial statements.
The summary financial statements
were derived from the audited annual
financial statements of the Nuwejaars
River Reserve NPC for the year ended
28 February 2018 by management and
appear consistent.

HJ Nel
BVSA Overberg Incorporated
Registered Auditors

Report 2018

Financial Statements 2018

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2018
FIGURES IN RAND
ASSETS

Note(s)

2018

2017

Notes

R

R

Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment

2

2 880 202

Investments

4

25 600

3 183 041
20 800

2 905 802

3 203 841

Current Assets
Biological assets

3

6 189 000

5 989 000

Trade and other receivables

5

3 180

25 368

Cash and cash equivalents
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TOTAL ASSETS

1 819 239

1 147 185

8 011 419

7 161 553

10 917 221

10 365 394

10 871 514

10 348 250

45 707

17 144

10 917 221

10 365 394

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity
Accumulated profit
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Trade and other payables
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TOTAL EQUITIES AND LIABILITIES

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2018
FIGURES IN RAND

Note(s)

Revenue
Other income
Operating expenses
Operating profit
Investment revenue
Fair value adjustments financial assets

8

2018

2017

1 870 107

1 005 976

7 082

100

(1 632 334)

(666 775)

244 855

339 301

73 609

73 261

4 800

-

Gain (loss) on biological assets fair value adjustment

200 000

(1 605 000)

PROFIT (LOSS) FOR THE YEAR

523 264

(1 192 438)
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Contact us

NUWEJAARS

Wetlands

SMA

Get in touch
Office
erica@nuwejaars.com
or eugene@nuwejaars.com
076 833 6341
Physical address
Haasvlakte Hall
Along the R43, outside Bredasdorp
(close to Elim)
GPS coordinates
34º38.273” S / 19º51.381” E
Postal address
P.O. Box 853
Bredasdorp, 7280

