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2019 must surely go down as one of the 
most exciting years for the Nuwejaars 
Wetlands Special Management Area. 
We achieved so much together – as 
part of our efforts to protect our 
special wetlands and rivers, and the 
surrounding landscapes and wildlife. 
Globally this is a time of extreme loss: natural 
habitats are being removed; ecosystems are 
being abused; wildlife is being decimated. All of 
this is taking place at the hands of humankind. 
Our generation will have much to answer for 
in years to come. We will have to explain why 
we caused such devastation of our natural 
world – which provides us life. 
And yet here, at Africa’s southernmost tip, 
there is much to celebrate. Through wonderful 
donors and partners, we provide the support to 
Mother Earth, which then allows her to restore 
herself. By improving the ecological integrity of 
our area, by creating natural corridors, and by 
removing barriers to natural functions, she can 
ensure it functions as this ecosystem should – 
providing our region with water and life. 
There’s another reason why 2019 was 
a spectacular year for us: it gave us the 
opportunity to make people – especially children 
– an even bigger part of the solution. Again, our 
donors helped us provide (and increase) the 
number of green jobs in the NWSMA. And we 
could also launch our environmental education 
programme (through support of philanthropic 
donor, Harry Moore) – introducing young 
children to this natural environment through 
school outings, encouraging them to respect 
and love all living things. 

A team was put in place to help build our 
tourism offering (and much of this had been 
achieved, when the Coronavirus temporarily 
halted many of these plans). This all forms 
part of our vision to make the NWSMA 
sustainable. Through this wonderful donation, 
it became possible to look at longer-term 
solutions – and to again pilot innovative 
ideas to generate an income to support our 
conservation efforts. After all, we were the 
first Special Management Area in South 
Africa. Now we continue to look to develop 
new innovative opportunities to benefit all 
(and that other conservation ventures could 
adopt in future). 
We learnt an important lesson recently, 
though. When the COVID-19 pandemic landed 
on our shores, we saw the need arise among 
many of our NWSMA and neighbouring 
communities. People were in a battle for 
survival. 
Once again, with support from donors 
(including Harry and the Cape Agulhas 
Municipality), we realised we’re more than 
a conservation Section 21 Company. We are 
uniquely positioned to help bring stability 
back to a region in crisis. Although we are 
in unprecedented times right now, it allows 
the NWSMA to let our natural world create 
opportunities for people – which can in turn 
benefit nature. 
This work continues, as we strive to achieve 
our (brand-new) mantra: To conserve, to 
educate and to inspire. 

     Yours sincerely, Dirk Human
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   Message from 

the Chair 



The Nuwejaars Wetlands Special Management Area: 

A unique conservation venture
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There’s no value you can attach to 
protecting nature. But the world is learning 
about the dire consequences of not 
protecting our natural world. 

Nature can be protected through formal 
structures, like nature reserves or 
protected areas. Many of these structures 
have a top-down approach: they’re 
dictated to from a higher authority. Some, 
however, take a different stance. They’re 
implemented from the bottom up – driven 
by the actual custodians; by those who 
really care about what they have. 

That’s what the Nuwejaars Wetlands 
Special Management Area (NWSMA) is: 
It’s a conservation venture driven by our 
23 members and the community of Elim, 
to protect our biodiversity-rich wetlands 
and wildlife close to Africa’s southernmost 
tip. It’s unique, because of the huge 
commitment made by these members, to 
care for our corner of the planet. 

These members allow us to appoint a team 
made up of conservationists, researchers, 

project-related staff and other experts, to 
better understand our natural world, and 
to put management actions in place to 
maintain, improve and expand it. 

What’s more, they adopted this approach 
17 years ago, becoming the first Special 
Management Area in the country at the 
time. 

The NWSMA works according to five 
programmes – as part of our efforts to 
protect our natural world: 

Programme 1: Conservation

Programme 2: Enhancing well-being and 
opportunities

Programme 3: Tourism and biodiversity 
products

Programme 4: Land and infrastructure 
development

Programme 5: Sustainable agriculture 

We report as per these five programmes in 
our 2019/20 annual report. 
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The NWSMA is maintaining, 
expanding and rehabilitating 
the Palmiet and Berzillia 
riparian wetland along 
the Nuwejaars River. 
The wetland is fed by the 
Nuwejaars River, and non-
perennial and perennial 
river tributaries. Our project 
area includes the natural 
vegetation surrounding three 
waterways that flow into the 
Nuwejaars wetlands, which 

act as drainage corridors.

This project is funded by 
WWF South Africa. We’re 
clearing invasive alien plant 
species in the wetland, 
undertaking ecological burns, 
and supporting appropriate 
infrastructure development 
along 5km’s of the river. This 
will improve the quality, 
and increase the extent 
of the habitat, to provide 

a sanctuary for resident 
and migratory bird species 
(especially those species 
associated with riparian 
wetlands and floodplains). 

Our project maintenance 
team (a contractor and five 
general workers) undertake 
the rehabilitation work. 
The project area is 289 
hectares in size (it has been 
expanded by 64 ha, thanks to 
support from the Overberg 
District Municipality). And 
in the past year, follow-
up treatment for invasive 
plants was carried out in 
the project area, with some 
initial clearing work also 
taking place in very densely-
infested areas. The team also 
developed drainage channels 
to reinstate the hydrological 
process, and encourage the 
spread and flow of water 
through a corridor of the 
Nuwejaars wetlands.  

 Programme 1:

Conservation 
The Nuwejaars Wetlands Special Management Area 
was created around – and because of – the very 
special Nuwejaars wetlands and surrounding habitat, 
and the wildlife they support. These wetlands have 
been described by the Cape Action for People and the 
Environment as ‘highly irreplaceable’. And they lead 
into the Heuningnes estuary – a Ramsar-listed site of 
international importance. 

Because of this biodiversity treasure, landowners 
who are the custodians of the wetlands, the 
Nuwejaars River and its many tributaries, and the 
natural habitat that provides conservation corridors 
to this wildlife, joined together. This allows us to 
care for and protect the entire 46,000 hectares of the 
NWSMA at a strategic level. Our conservation team 
achieves this through a number of projects. 

Rehabilitating our wetlands for our special bird life



Monitoring the Southern Black 
Korhaan 
Past research by the NWSMA team has shown 
that our area is a stronghold for Southern 
Black Korhaan. This species is listed as 
Vulnerable (global and regional status) – and 
anecdotal evidence shows their numbers are 
declining quickly. The NWSMA conservation 
team has monitored 14 hotspot areas 
(identified by past research) for presence of 
Southern Black Korhaan during the breeding 
season (August to January) to investigate 
potential Southern Black Korhaan breeding 
sites. The conservation managers are working 
with the Overberg Crane Group to develop a 
scientific monitoring method to analyse their 
preferred habitat in order to predict where 
they could occur, their habitat suitability 
and niche preferences in order to direct 
appropriate conservation action. 

Conserving, monitoring and 
managing our NWSMA: Hans 
Hoheisen Charitable Trust 
At the start of 2020, we were awarded 
grant funding for a three-year project 
from the Hans Hoheisen Charitable 
Trust. This Trust has become an 
integral partner to the NWSMA. With 
their support, the NWSMA undertakes 
comprehensive monitoring and 
research, which informs our adaptive 
management plans. Their support also 
allows us to conserve our threatened 
fynbos and wetland habitat, and 
effectively manage our reintroduced 
animals. This work is undertaken by 
our conservation team (Erica Brink and 
Eugéne Hahndiek) and our Ecosystem 
Services team, led by Denver Engel. 

Understanding the impact of 
powerlines on threatened birds
The NWSMA conservation team works with the 
Overberg Crane Group to undertake powerline 
surveys within the Cape Agulhas area. 
According to research, Blue Cranes and other 
threatened species like Denham’s Bustard are 
vulnerable to powerline collisions which lead 
to significant mortality. Man-made structures in 
the landscape are a relatively recent addition, 
and birds aren’t evolved to avoid them. Large-
bodied birds with high wing loadings (the ratio 
of body weight to wing area) are most at risk. In 
order to monitor the impact that the powerlines 
have on these populations, the NWSMA 
conducted powerline transect surveys and 
recorded mortalities. This information helps us 
understand which powerlines pose a risk for 
our birds, and working with the Endangered 
Wildlife Trust and the Overberg Crane Group, 
these risks can be addressed (through bird 
flappers and other devices).  
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Protecting and growing our 
bontebok population
The bontebok is a flagship species of the 
NWSMA. Ancestors of the current NWSMA 
members played a key role in protecting 
the species, when in the 1930s, fewer than 
20 individuals remained. By the end of 
February 2020, the NWSMA was home to 31 
bontebok in four herds situated at Mierkraal, 
Helderfontein, Rooiwal and Waskraal. And in 
the past year, we welcomed six new lambs to 
our four bontebok family herds.

Research into the Agulhas Long-billed Lark surprises 
Research into the Agulhas Long-billed Lark on the NWSMA (and other 
Overberg sites) has shown that the total population for the species is 
considerably higher than first thought. Initial estimates had assumed 
there were between 1,600 and 60,000 individuals. But following this 
study, undertaken by Celeste de Kock of Oxford University and Dr 
Alan Lee of the FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, there 
could be between 203,000 and 368,000 birds. The Agulhas Long-billed 
Lark is endemic to the region. 

The original Quagga used 
to roam the Agulhas Plains, 
including the NWSMA. But 
in the 1800s, this species 
was hunted to extinction. 
The Quagga Project is 
working to selectively breed 
southern Plains Zebras (the 
Quagga was a sub-species of 
this zebra), to try to retrieve 
the genes responsible for 
the Quagga’s characteristic 
stripes and brown colour. 

The NWSMA is home to 
a number of Rau Quagga 
herds (including Freddy, 
one of the top Rau 
Quaggas), that form part of 
the Quagga Project. In order 
to ensure genetic diversity 
of our individuals, we 
moved our herds in 2018, 
with new families settling 
at two sites, Helderfontein 

and Waskraal. During the 
past year, we welcomed 
five new foals to these 
Rau Quagga families. The 
new members are Ghost, 
Frederick, McLennan, 
Avery and Rassie, bringing 

our total Rau Quagga 
population to 24 (at the end 
of February 2020). One of 
Freddy’s progeny, Sydney, 
was moved to the Waskraal 
family – to join one of the  
Quagga Project’s core herds. 

Managing our game: Rau Quagga
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The NWSMA works 
closely with the Agulhas 
Biodiversity Initiative (ABI) 
Alien Clearing Project, 
facilitated by Flower Valley 
Conservation Trust. The 
project receives funding 

for salaries and transport 
from the Department of 
Environment, Forestry 
and Fisheries (DEFF), 
and landowners and 
the NWSMA provide 
co-funding support. 
Experienced contractors 
from the surrounding 
local communities of 
Bredasdorp and Struisbaai 
carried out follow-up 
alien clearing treatments 
on 14 management 
units, covering a total of 
1180 hectares of natural 
vegetation across our area. 
The expenditure for the 
alien clearing was just over 
R1-million, and landowners 
contributed R68 000 toward 
this for co-funding.

As part of the WWF South 
Africa-funded wetland 

rehabilitation project, 
initial and follow-up 
clearing took place across 
274 ha of the 289 ha project 
area. And the Western Cape 
Department of Agriculture: 
LandCare division funded 
alien clearing treatments 
for two management 
units, on Elim’s Geelkop 
and Riverside, covering a 
total of 933 ha of Critically 
Endangered Elim Ferricrete 
Fynbos across the NWSMA. 

During the year, two new 
species of invasive aliens, 
Madeira Vine and Spanish 
Reed, were discovered 
growing in small isolated 
populations on two farms 
within the NWSMA. Both 
infestations were cleared 
and are monitored for 
regrowth. 

Buffalo used to roam the Agulhas Plain 
– before they were locally hunted to 
extinction. The NWSMA reintroduced 
buffalo to the Agulhas Plain in 2009. But 
in 2019 – for the first time, our herd of 
25 buffalo were released from our large 
buffalo camps at the Buffalo Boma – into 
the Waskraalvlei game area (around 2,500 
hectares of wetlands and vlei-area). They 
now freely roam here with the NWSMA’s 
eland, Rau Quagga, hippo, wildebeest, 
bontebok and a range of other game. 

Shortly before the buffalo were released, the 
NWSMA team darted and collared a cow, 
with the help of big game expert, Audrey 
Delsink Kettles (Wildlife Director of Humane 
Society International/Africa). This helps the 
team to track the buffalo’s movements across 
this vast area. Audrey is an expert at collaring 
wildlife, in particular elephant. She gave 
the NWSMA team a crash course in how to 
use the telemetry equipment, which she and 
Ross Kettles (NWSMA Project Manager) have 
agreed to loan to the NWSMA.

Free-roaming buffalo: A first in the Agulhas Plain

Removing invasive species from our natural habitat and rivers
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NWSMA’s Conservation Manager, 
Eugéne Hahndiek and the team 

cleared the Spanish Reed found in 
the riparian zones



Two unusual sightings on 
the NWSMA
Cape Vultures are globally and 
regionally Endangered. So when a 
group of 23 Cape Vultures were sighted 
on the NWSMA, on Liohan Giliomee’s 
farm, it created much excitement. It’s 
believed these were individuals from 
the Potberg population. It’s the first 
time such a large committee of vultures 
has been seen on the NWSMA. And a 
pair of Verraux’s Eagles were spotted 
on the farm, Kosierskraal – twice in 
the space of a week. This species is 
regionally Vulnerable. It’s likely this 
is the most southern pair of Verraux’s 
Eagles in the world.

Using fire as a vegetation management tool 
In the last year, the NWSMA undertook two successful 
controlled burns in fynbos vegetation, covering 248 ha. All 
fires were conducted in fynbos with an age of 18 years or 
older (our ideal fire cycle in the Agulhas Plain for Agulhas 
and Overberg Sandstone Fynbos, and Elim Ferricrete 
Fynbos). Because fynbos is a fire-adapted vegetation, the 
burns supply the stimulus for dormant seeds to grow, 
improving and increasing the diversity of plant species. The 
fires were pre-planned as per our fire management strategy 
and were carried out successfully with our partners.
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Source:  Derek Keats at  
https://flickr.com/

photos/93242958@
N00/19421552198



Connecting with partners to promote our conservation work  
During the past year, a group of 25 fynbos researchers and conservationists joined the 
NWSMA’s field trip at the Fynbos Forum, which was hosted in Baardskeerdersbos in 2019. 
The Fynbos Forum is held annually across the Cape Floral Kingdom. The visitors included 
world-renowned conservationists such as Dr Tony Rebelo and past donors including the 
Table Mountain Fund. They visited the wetland rehabilitation site (funded by WWF South 
Africa), and the buffalo.

The NWSMA is also represented on the board of Conservation at Work, and we attended 
the 2019 symposium, entitled: “Keeping the end in mind: Pristine natural environments 
managed by passionate people”. 

The Overberg Knowledge Exchange brings conservation organisations within the 
Overberg together to learn, teach and gain insight on conservation management aspects. 

The exchange is led by the Fynbos Trust. 
The NWSMA conservation team attended 
these events, and we were proud to host a 
workshop this past year.

A new fynbos species? 
An exploratory walk through the NWSMA may have 
resulted in the discovery of a new fynbos species. During 
a walk hosted by staff members, and accompanied by 
fynbos expert, Sharon Brink, the team found a pink and 
white flower that neither Sharon, nor our conservation 
team, recognised. According to Sharon, the flower closely 
resembles the Bredasdorp Lily (Cyrtanthus guthrieae), 
a Critically Endangered member of the Amaryllidaceae 
family. Fynbos experts are now completing their research 
on the flower. 

A surprising sighting that had the 
twitchers flocking
Farmer and member, Liohan Giliomee, identified a small 
flock of five Temminck’s Coursers on the NWSMA, on his 
farm. Temminck’s Coursers aren’t threatened – but they 
rarely occur in the Western Cape (they usually occur 
in northern South Africa). News of the Coursers spread 
fast, and twitchers from across the Western Cape came 
flocking. Our conservation team hosted a number of 
guided tours to see them, to allow twitchers to photograph 
them for their records. 
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From left to right: The Table Mountain Fund’s 
Kerry Maree and Carla Wood joined the NWSMA’s 
Liesbet Willemse during a field trip to our wetland 
rehabilitation site during the Fynbos Forum
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And so the NWSMA started hosting guided 
walks with children from a variety of 
schools in the Overberg. Our stalwart 
member and farmer, Liohan Giliomee, 
became a knowledgeable guide for a 
number of walks on his property. Later, 
we could employ the services of renowned 
fybos expert, Sharon Brink, to share her 
knowledge with the children. The team also 
employed a new guide, Willem Myburgh, in 
an internship position.  

The school outings cover different themes, 
depending on the routes the children walk, 
including fynbos and invasive alien plants, 
wildlife, and how to farm sustainably and 
still protect our natural landscapes.

The very first outing was hosted on 26 July, 
with 21 Grade 4’s from Bredasdorp Primary 
School. This set the scene for eight more 
school visits during the financial year. 
Altogether, 140 children from four different 
schools experienced our natural world. 

During the school outing with De Heide 
Primary School, a number of partners 
(such as the Cape Agulhas Municipality 
and the Agulhas National Park), as well 
as members of the media, joined the tour. 
They enjoyed the day from the perspective 
of the 20 young children in Grade 2 from 
De Heide, who in particular came to learn  
about the Erica cerinthoides (the school’s 
emblem).

     Programme 2:

 Enhancing wellbeing  and opportunities  
The NWSMA launched a new programme in 2019: Our Environmental Education 
Programme. This programme is driven by our coordinator, Liesbet Willemse. It all 
started with the dream our philanthropic donor, Harry Moore had: to invest in our 
children. The goal? To let our children learn and be educated about our precious 
environment, while having fun. This in turn, we believe, will nurture respect and 
love for nature and all living things.



Gerty Holtzhausen has run her own small 
business for the past 14 years. Gerty, who 
lives in Bredasdorp, has plied her trade 
at the NWSMA for the past two years, 
helping to clear, expand and rehabilitate 
the Palmiet and Berzillia riparian wetland 
along the Nuwejaars River (as part of a 
project funded by WWF South Africa, with 
co-funding support received from the 
Overberg District Municipality). 

She employed 10 people to clear invasive 
alien plants here – many of these in 
densely-infested areas. Gerty and her team 
have also helped to build a walkway over 
a wetland, which will ultimately lead to a 
bird hide for tourists to enjoy. For Gerty, 
if you don’t love nature, this is not the job 
for you. She says, “It’s enjoyable working 
in nature. If you don’t have a passion for it, 
then you’re at the wrong place.”

Gerty says the project has made a big 
difference to her life, and to the lives of 
her team members. “The team who work 
for me don’t have financial stress because 
they are paid consistently (through this 
project).” She says they’ve also had the 
opportunity to learn a lot on the job. “We 
have learnt to appreciate nature. We 
learnt to see the difference when invasive 
alien plants are removed, because you can 
see the water flowing again, where water 
didn’t flow (prior to the clearing). You can 
also see most of the plants return to their 
natural habitat.”   

     Programme 2:

 Enhancing wellbeing  and opportunities  

The NWSMA employs an Ecosystem Services team, thanks to the support of the Hans 
Hoheisen Charitable Trust. This allows team leader, Denver Engel, and his staff component 
(Gershwin Natal, Taswell Cloete and Isaac Faroa, who are all Elim residents), to help 
improve our natural world. They give nature a little leg up, so that nature can continue to 
provide her wonderful services, like water and food, to our region. 

Green jobs for previously unemployed people

Giving nature a little help 

  ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20  |  ENHANCING WELLBEING & OPPORTUNITIES  |  11



12  |  TOURISM AND BIODIVERSITY PRODUCTS  |  ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20  

Creating 
opportunities from 
biodiversity products
The NWSMA sold some 
of our buffalo during 
the Cape Wildlife Group 
auction in March. These 
animals were relocated 
to their new homes in 
Rustenburg, Alliwal North 
and Gravelotte. It’s hoped 
that the regular sale of 
buffalo will help bring 
in a sustainable income 
to support the NWSMA’s 
conservation activities. 

Firstly, we needed the right team in place to bring the ideas 
to life. And so, through the support of the Moores, our Project 
Manager, Ross Kettles joined the team. Ross brought with him 
a wealth of experience in the sector, having worked at the 
Greater Makalali Private Game Reserve and the Siyafunda 
Conservation Initiative in Hoedspruit. At the same time, 
Sumari Swart was also appointed to support Ross, and drive 
our promotional activities. 

The NWSMA invested in a Land Cruiser, which was modified 
with a rig, to transform it into a game drive viewing vehicle 
(also through the support of the Moores). Tours were designed 
to give visitors a wonderful wildlife experience in our game 
area. These tours ran twice a day, seven days a week. As a 
result, we enjoyed a 300% increase in visiting tourists. The 
guided tours also generate a growing donation-based income, 
increasing the organisation’s ability to become sustainable. 

We could also use the new equipment and infrastructure to 
invite more groups to visit the NWSMA, such as the Suidpunt 
Conservation Group. This community of nature lovers from 
Struisbaai once again included us in their annual itinerary. 
Other visitors included the Bredasdorp Blomskool, Fynbos 
Forum researchers and conservationists, donor groups and 
school groups (see our Environmental Education launch on 
page 10). 

There are now also exciting plans afoot for the next financial 
year. Since the release of the buffalo into the Waskraalvlei 
game area, there are now wonderful opportunities to host 
guided hikes through the area (using a qualified guide), 
and to develop tented accommodation on the banks of our 
wetlands – as part of an overnight hiking trail. These plans 
are intended to roll out in 2020.

 Programme 3:

Tourism and
biodiversity products 

During the past financial year, new 
emphasis was placed on developing 
the NWSMA’s tourism opportunities. 
Wonderful philanthropic donor 
support from Harry and Dorinda 
Moore allowed us to take our 
first steps in re-imagining and 
implementing our new tourism plan. 
This forms part of the NWSMA’s 
strategy to focus on sustainability. 



An office space became available at the working premises of an NWSMA board member, Con 
Neethling. This space was upgraded and appropriately branded. Today it not only serves as 
the tourism and meeting place for the NWSMA; it’s also the office space for our staff members, 
Liesbet Willemse and Sumari Swart. It can be found at 2 All Saints Street, Bredasdorp. 

More than a Buffalo 
Boma 
Our Ecosystem Services team, led 
by Denver Engel, is responsible 
for the maintenance of our 
infrastructure on the NWSMA.
This includes the Buffalo Boma, 
where our buffalo are treated 
when they’re ill. 

But during the year, the boma 
had an additional function: it 
was also used as a ‘campsite’ 
for visiting conservationists 
and researchers, given the 
facilities already in place here. 
This showed the potential to 
use, and even develop the boma 
area as a site to host partners 
in conservation, as well as 
volunteers. 

 Programme 4:

Land & infrastructure 
development 
The NWSMA’s office is situated on the R43, on 
the road between Elim and Struisbaai. It’s off the 
beaten track, and not the ideal location to serve 
as a promotion’s hub for our tourism activities. 
As such, it was decided to create a presence in 
our closest major town, Bredasdorp. 

Preparing our site for tourists (thanks to  
WWF South Africa) 
A 25-metre wooden bridge was also constructed across 
a seasonal water channel along the Nuwejaars River 
during the past year, enabling access to a reed-fringed 
permanent water body. This is where we plan to build 
a bird hide (construction has already started), as part of 
our WWF South Africa-funded wetland rehabilitation 
project. The team also constructed a small elevated 
wooden platform as a bird viewing point along 
the walkway. This platform provides a view of the 
surrounding permanent water ponds which are teeming 
with life. We also put in place the pathway to the bird 
hide site by laying it with wood chips. 

In total, four sections of biodiversity permeable fence lines 
have been erected, covering a distance of approximately 
1.4km. This ensures livestock are excluded from the 
project area to stop grazing of natural vegetation 
seedlings which have emerged following the initial 
clearing of the aliens.
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The management plan looks at ways of 
helping our members over the long term, 
by supporting agricultural products to enjoy 
a competitive advantage in some niche 
markets. Some of the NWSMA’s agricultural 
activities take place in specialised sectors, 
such as flower harvesting. By working 
with partners, it becomes possible to help 
members enjoy a competitive advantage 
through their commitment to conservation 
and sustainability. 

There is also renewed focus on supporting 
research in the agricultural sector in 
the NWSMA. There are many questions 
regarding the impact of farming around the 
world. How are farming practices affecting 
pollinators? What are the impacts that 
herbicides and pesticides have, not only on 

these pollinators, but also on water sources, 
and the many Endangered and Critically 
Endangered species in these water sources? 
Moreover, how should farmers be preparing 
themselves for a changing climate? 

That’s why the NWMSA has put a research 
programme in place, to work with research 
agencies and tertiary institutions to answer 
these many questions that are being raised 
by farmers. Currently a list of potential 
research projects is being compiled. The 
team then works with our many partner 
tertiary institutions, to see where there are 
opportunities to find answers. Research 
findings will then be added into our 
adaptive management cycle, to continue to 
support a better-functioning natural world 
and buffer area. 

Our Environmental Education Programme may be introducing children to nature. But 
showcasing sustainable agriculture, and how good agricultural practices can support a healthier 
natural world forms an essential part of the story. That’s why our school outings include 
an agricultural element, where children learn about activities such as viticulture and other 

farming activities in the NWSMA. The 
agricultural sector is one of the largest 
creators of employment in the Overberg. 
That means many of the children who 
attend our outings could find themselves 
working in the sector in the future. By 
promoting good agricultural practices, 
we could help encourage our future 
farmers, farm managers, extension 
officers and horticulturalists (among the 
many agricultural careers) to work in a 
way that is aligned with nature. 

Teaching children about agriculture

 Programme 5:

Sustainable 
agriculture 

Over the past year, the NWSMA team has worked hard on compiling a management 
plan. This plan is based on the Development Framework – but takes this one step 
further, through the creation of implementation activities. Conservation, promotion 
and sustainability remain at the heart of the NWSMA’s core activities. An added leg 
is a support function to NWSMA members in their agricultural activities. 
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Conservation Team
Ross Kettles – NWSMA 
Project Manager
Liesbet Willemse – 
Environmental Education 
Officer
Vanessa McKibben – 
Administration and 
Financial Manager
Eugéne Hahndiek – 
Conservation Manager – 
Game & Veld Management

Erica Brink – Conservation 
Manager – Planning, 
Monitoring and 
Development
Sumari Swart – Office 
Administration and 
Promotions
Willem Myburgh – 
Conservation and 
Environmental Education 
Intern

Dennis Cope

Hans Hoheisen 
Charitable Trust

Harry and Dorinda 
Moore

Overberg District 
Municipality

Robert Patton

Simon Foggarty

WWF South Africa 

Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative
Agulhas National Park
Bionerds
BirdLife SA
CapeNature
Cape Wildlife Group
Flower Valley Conservation Trust
Fynbos Trust
Friedrich Schiller University Jena 
(Germany) 
GRAIN SA

Greater Overberg Fire Protection 
Association
LoveGreen Communications
Overberg Agri 
Overberg Crane Group
Overberg District Municipality
Overberg Renosterveld 
Conservation Trust
South African National Parks
University of the Western Cape
Western Cape Department  
of Agriculture, LandCare 

PartnersDonors

Ecosystem 
Services Team
Denver Engel 
– Team Leader; 
Gershwin Natal; 
Taswell Cloete; 
Isaac Faroa

Executive Board
Dirk Human – Chair
Con Neethling
Michael van Breda
Liohan Giliomee
Mick D’Alton 

Executive Committee
Executive Board, as 
well as Hadré Pratt; 
Heather D’Alton; 
Harry Moore
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Our team, 
donors and partners
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The accompanying summary financial 
statements, which comprise the summary 
statement of comprehensive income 
and statement of financial position for 
the year ended 29 February 2020, were 
derived from the audited annual financial 
statements of the Nuwejaars River Nature 
Reserve NPC for the year then ended. We 
expressed a modified audit opinion on 
those annual financial statements which 
have been explained in the applicable 
audit report.

Management’s Responsibility for 
the Summary Annual Financial 
Statements
Management is responsible for the 
preparation of the summary of the audited 
annual financial statements.

Auditor’s  Response
We have been requested to judge whether 
the summary financial statements are 
consistent with the audited annual 
financial statements.

The summary financial statements were 
derived from the audited annual financial 
statements of the Nuwejaars River Nature 
Reserve NPC for the year ended 29 February 
2020 by management and appear consistent.

HJ Nel
BVA Overberg Incorporated 
Registered Auditors 

Financial report and 
statements  as at 29 February 2020
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 29 FEBRUARY 2020
FIGURES IN RAND 2020 2019
ASSETS R R
Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment 2 533 366 2 578 765 
Investments 115 990 121 000 

2 649 356 2 699 765
Current Assets
Biological assets  2 137 500  2 705 000
Trade and other receivables 32 148 72 797
Cash and cash equivalents 15 076 608 6 187 473

17 246 256 8 965 270
TOTAL ASSETS 19 895 612 11 665 035
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity
Accumulated profit 10 290 926 9 508 144
Liabilities
Non-Current Liabilities
Other financial liabilities 8 700 000 2 000 000
Current Liabilities
Trade and other payables 458 205 141 891
Other financial liabilities - 15 000
Income received in advance 446 481 -

904 686 156 891
TOTAL LIABILITIES 9 604 686 2 156 891
TOTAL EQUITIES AND LIABILITIES 19 895 612 11 665 035

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 29 FEBRUARY 2020
FIGURES IN RAND 2020 2019
Revenue 1 245 486 4 577 274 
Other income 3 398 676 112 321
Operating expenses (3 913 276) (2 761 467)
Operating profit 730 886 1 928 128
Investment revenue 625 363  197 106
Fair value adjustments financial assets (572 510) (3 488 600)
Finance costs (957) (4)
PROFIT (LOSS) FOR THE YEAR 782 782 (1 363 370)
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Contact us
Office
      erica@nuwejaars.com  
      or  eugene@nuwejaars.com  
      076 833 6341

Postal address
P.O. Box 853
Bredasdorp, 7280

Physical address
Haasvlakte Hall
Along the R43, outside Bredasdorp  
(close to Elim)

GPS coordinates
34º38.273” S   /   19º51.381” E

www.nuwejaars.com

Wetlands
NUWEJAARS

SMA


